
INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

A review of the State Wildlife Action Plans has revealed
a pressing need for a way to monitor conservation 
activities taking place on the ground. A conservation 
registry will track conservation actions on a broad 
and local scale. It will include a dynamic mapping tool
and provide specific, searchable information about 
conservation actions in a user-friendly web-based 
interface. Defenders of Wildlife and partners are 
coordinating the effort, which is designed to be a pilot 
in Idaho, Oregon, and Washington with the potential to
be exported to other states after regional testing. 

WHY A CONSERVATION ACTIONS REGISTRY?

State Wildlife Action Plans in 35 states called for 
strategies to monitor conservation actions, and 6 states
specifically called for a cooperative comprehensive 
registry to track conservation actions. While some 
organizations and agencies track their own actions and
projects using in-house databases, there is no state wide
or national picture of all conservation activities occurring
across the landscape. Consequently, there is no way to
assess the scope of investment in conservation actions or
the long term effect they have on the wildlife habitat.

WHAT THE REGISTRY WILL DO

• Compile conservation actions in a web database 
that will be accessible to anyone;

• Possess analytic and querying capabilities;
• Maintain statewide conservation actions map layers;  
• Contain other important environmental layers, such

as priority conservation areas.

WHAT ARE WE TRACKING?

Conservation actions will be defined broadly, but 
generally the registry will include on-the-ground 
conservation actions that have a spatial component. 

The registry will include ongoing and needed actions,
voluntary actions, those financed with public money, and
actions taken under regulatory requirements.

The registry will categorize
these actions so that users
can access information of
interest. Actions will be
classified under the 
following categories: 

• Habitat (ecological) restoration and management;
• Enhanced land conservation status (protected area

designation);
• Monitoring, education, and research.

USERS

While the registry will be accessible to anyone it is
designed to specifically serve:

• Private landowners;
• Interest groups (hunters, recreationists, community

groups, industry, etc);
• Resource agencies;
• Non-governmental conservation organizations;
• Policy-makers.
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BENEFITS

The registry will:  

• Enable states and other stakeholders to understand the
scope of existing conservation actions;

• Identify areas where conservation actions can 
generate strategic benefits;

• Determine how well current conservation investments
match conservation priorities;

• Facilitate the creation of partnerships;
• Facilitate allocation of funds for needed projects;
• Provide a location for those undertaking conservation

actions to be recognized for their efforts;
• Allow users to view and search conservation actions

taken by individuals, groups, and agencies;
• Reduce redundancy and maximize efficiency in 

conservation efforts.

FEATURES

• The ability to exchange existing data from other 
agencies/organizations;

• A web-based, user-friendly, dynamic data entry form 
to allow online data entry;

• A free user account system, which will allow 
personal management of data;

• A search and query function, simple, advanced 
or by map;

• A mapping tool that utilizes various means of 
geolocation.

DEVELOPMENT PHASES

Registry development will have three main phases that 
will be implemented as funding permits:

Project planning and mockup (complete).
In this phase the information architecture and visual 
design will be completed and a mockup of the website 
will be deployed.

Functional prototype (funded and underway). 
This phase includes data entry form, database design, 
wireframes, full visual design. advanced search options,
and basic mapping features

Fully functional database and website (funding 
needed). Advanced tools developed in this phase 
include the mapping feature, community tools, and 
administrative accounts. The mapping tool will include
environmental layers, the ability to draw polygons, and the
ability to search by map. 

PARTNERS / FUNDERS

• Bureau of Land Management
• Clean Water Services
• Columbia Sportswear, Inc.
• Defenders of Wildlife 
• Idaho Department of Fish & Game
• Metro Regional Government
• John Miller, Wildwood/Mahonia, Inc.
• Northwest Habitat Institute
• Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife
• Oregon Department of Forestry
• Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries
• Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation
• Oregon Forest Resources Institute
• Oregon Institute for Natural Resources
• Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board
• Samuel S. Johnson Foundation
• The Nature Conservancy (Oregon)
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
• U.S. Forest Service Pacific Northwest Research Station
• U.S. Geological Survey 
• University of Idaho
• Washington Biodiversity Council
• Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife
• Washington Interagency Committee for Outdoor
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